March 10, 2008

Ms. SCHAKOWSKY. Madam Speaker,
I rise to strongly condemn the remarks
made about U.S. Senator and Demo-
cratic Presidential Candidate BARACK
OBAMA by Congressman STEVE KING of
Iowa, who said that if BARACK OBAMA
became President, al Qaeda terrorists
would, and I quote, ‘‘be dancing in the
streets in greater numbers than they
did on September 11.” Why? Because,
he said, ‘“‘of his middle name and be-
cause of who his father was.”

Senator OBAMA, like all of us in this
House, swore on the Bible to defend our
country from all enemies, foreign and
domestic. He has done nothing to war-
rant this attack. He has served his
country honorably in the U.S. Senate.
This attack on his patriotism, religion,
heritage, and middle name amount to
nothing more than a smear campaign.

I would fully expect these comments
to come from ©people like Rush
Limbaugh or Ann Coulter, not from
one of my House colleagues. There is
simply no room in this country for re-
marks like these, remarks that Mr.
KING declares he stands by.

I urge my colleagues to join me in
condemning these hateful remarks.

——

SPECIAL ORDERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous
order of the House, the following Mem-
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes
each.

H.R. 3196, NAMING THE PORT JER-
VIS POST OFFICE THE E. AR-
THUR GRAY POST OFFICE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. HALL) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. HALL of New York. Madam
Speaker, just moments ago, this body
voted to pay an appropriate tribute to
a dedicated public servant in New
York’s 19th Congressional District.

On April 10, 2007, the Hudson Valley
lost one of its most involved leaders
when E. Arthur Gray, a former five-
term mayor of Port Jervis and New
York State Senator, passed away at
the age of 82 years old. He left behind
a legacy of friendship, involvement and
service that earned him a permanent
place in the heart of Port Jervis and
serves as an example of what it means
to work for the betterment of your
community.

By voting to pass legislation that
would redesignate the post office in
Port Jervis, New York, as the E. Ar-
thur Gray Post Office Building, the
House has acknowledged the contribu-
tions of an individual who loved his
hometown and who, as a businessman,
government official and family man,
dedicated a significant portion of his
time and energy to its civic life.

Simply put, Arthur Gray was a Port
Jervis resident to the core: born Feb-
ruary 28, 1925, in Port Jervis, a grad-
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uate of Port Jervis High School before
leaving briefly for college, only to re-
turn as president and co-owner of the
Gray-Parker Funeral Home in his na-
tive Port Jervis.

Art Gray’s participation in public life
extended to government service. He
was mayor of Port Jervis from 1978 to
1988. A lifetime resident of Port Jervis,
Gray gave his undivided attention to
issues, both large and small, and was
widely known for his open-door policy.

Art Gray remains the longest-serving
mayor in the history of Port Jervis.
During his tenure he was able to rein-
vigorate the downtown area and great-
ly improve the city’s economic devel-
opment plan. Citizens of the local area
remember Art as a man who was gen-
erous in nature and willing to help
those in need. After finishing his serv-
ice as mayor, Art Gray maintained his
commitment to public service by suc-
cessfully running for a seat in the New
York State senate in 1988.

He represented the 39th Senatorial
District in that capacity until 1990. But
E. Arthur Gray’s contributions to his
city and his country were not limited
to business and politics. He served as a
lieutenant in the U.S. Naval Reserve
during World War II. He was also deep-
ly involved in community life, and the
list of organizations that count him as
a member is astounding.

At one time or another, Art Gray was
a member of the Port Jervis Commu-
nity Development Agency, the Orange
County Economic Development Agen-
cy, the National League of Small Cities
Advisory Council, St. Mary’s Roman
Catholic Church, Bon Secours Commu-
nity Hospital Advisory Board, Knights
of Columbus Council No. 471, Ancient
Order of Hibernians in America, Elks
Lodge No. 645, BPOE, Port Jervis Lions
Club, Tri-States Chamber of Com-
merce, Port Jervis Country Club,
Metaque Falls Hunting Club, Tri-
States Rod and Gun Club, the Port Jer-
vis Board of Education, and Port Jervis
Planning Board.

When you look at that list, you gain
a true appreciation for how much time,
energy, and dedication Art Gray de-
voted to betterment of his hometown.
However, he devoted just as much, if
not more, to his family and friends. He
was extremely devoted to his wife,
Helen; son, Gerald; daughter, Brigid;
and numerous other family members
and close friends. He is remembered by
those closest to him as enthusiastic,
optimistic, supporting, loving, and in-
spirational.

Through it all, E. Arthur Gray’s life
was deeply interwoven with the fabric
of Port Jervis, his home, and it is fit-
ting that the adoption of this bill will
help memorialize his service.

———

J 1930
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog-
nized for 5 minutes.
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(Mr. POE addressed the House. His
remarks will appear hereafter in the
Extensions of Remarks.)

————
SUNSET MEMORIAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam
Speaker, I stand with yet another sun-
set memorial. It is March 10, 2008, in
the land of the free and the home of the
brave, and before the sunset today in
America, almost 4,000 more defenseless
unborn children were killed by abor-
tion on demand. That’s just today,
Madam Speaker. That’s more than the
number of innocent American lives
that were lost on September 11, only it
happens every day.

It has now been exactly 12,831 days
since the travesty called Roe v. Wade
was handed down by an arrogant Su-
preme Court. Since then, the very
foundation of this Nation has been
stained by the blood of almost 50 mil-
lion of our own children.

Some of them, Madam Speaker, cried
and screamed as they died, but because
it was amniotic fluid passing over their
vocal cords instead of air, we couldn’t
hear them.

All of them had at least four things
in common: They were each just little
babies that had done nothing wrong to
anyone; each one of them died a name-
less and lonely death; and each of their
mothers, whether she realizes it imme-
diately or not, will never be the same;
and all the gifts these children might
have brought to humanity are now lost
forever.

Yet, even in the full glare of such
tragedy, this generation still clings to
a blind, invisible ignorance while his-
tory repeats itself and our own silent
genocide mercilessly annihilates the
most helpless of all victims to date,
those yet unborn.

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s impor-
tant for those of us in this Chamber to
remind ourselves again of why we are
really all here.

Thomas Jefferson said, ‘“The care of
human life and its happiness and not
its destruction is the only chief and
only object of good government.”’

The phrase in the 14th amendment
capsulizes our entire Constitution. It
says, ‘“‘No State shall deprive any per-
son of life, liberty or property without
due process of law.” Madam Speaker,
protecting the lives of our innocent
citizens and their constitutional rights
is why we are all here. It is our sworn
oath.

The bedrock foundation of this Re-
public is that clarion declaration of the
self-evident truth that all human
beings are created equal and endowed
by their creator with the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit
of happiness. Every conflict and battle
our Nation has ever faced can be traced
to our core commitment to this self-
evident truth. It has made us the bea-
con of hope for the whole world. It is
who we are.
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And yet, Madam Speaker, another
day has passed, and we in this body
have failed again to honor that
foundational commitment. We failed
our sworn oath and our God-given re-
sponsibilities as we broke faith with
nearly 4,000 more innocent American
babies who died today without the pro-
tection that we should have given
them.

It seems so sad, Madam Speaker,
that this sunset memorial may be the
only public remembrance these chil-
dren who died today will ever have in
this Chamber. So, as small a gesture as
it might be, I would respectfully ask
this moment for a moment of silence
for those lost little Americans.

Madam Speaker, let me conclude in
the hope that perhaps someone new
who hears this sunset memorial to-
night will finally realize that abortion
really does kill little babies, that it
hurts mothers in ways that we can
never express, and that 12,831 days kill-
ing nearly 50 million unborn children
in America is enough; and that the
America that rejected human slavery
and marched into Europe to arrest the
Nazi Holocaust is still courageous and
compassionate enough to find a better
way for mothers and their babies than
abortion on demand.

So tonight, Madam Speaker, may we
each remind ourselves that our own
days in this sunshine of life are also
numbered, and that all too soon, each
of us will walk through these Chambers
for the very last time. And if it should
be that this Congress is allowed to con-
vene at yet another day to come, may
that be the day when we finally hear
the cries of the innocent unborn. May
that be the day when we find the hu-
manity, the courage, and the will to
embrace together our human and con-
stitutional duty to protect the least of
these, our tiny American brothers and
sisters, from this murderous scourge
upon our Nation called abortion on de-
mand.

It is March 10, 2008, Madam Speaker,
12,831 days since Roe v. Wade first
stained the foundation of this Nation
with the blood of its own children.
This, in the land of the free and the
home of the brave.

————

JOBS POST BIGGEST DROP
IN 5 YEARS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, since
2000, our Nation has lost over 3,400,000
more manufacturing jobs. In fact, the
job creation record of the Bush admin-
istration is the worst since the Hoover
administration.

The figures released by the U.S. De-
partment of Labor last week posted the
largest job loss in 5 years. The report
was much weaker than expected, and,
strangely, the unemployment rate de-
clined because there were fewer people
in the workforce. CNN’s Moneyline re-
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ported that employers made their deep-
est cuts in staffing in almost 5 years in
February. There was a net loss of 63,000
more jobs, which is the biggest decline
since March 2003, and weaker than the
revised 22,000 job loss reported for Jan-
uary. The job loss was widespread,
reaching beyond the battered construc-
tion industry, which lost 39,000 jobs,
and manufacturing, where job losses
hit 52,000.

Retailers cut 34,000 jobs while busi-
ness and professional service cut 20,000
jobs. Temporary staffing firms cut
nearly 28,000 jobs off their payrolls, an-
other warning sign of employers pull-
ing back, and hotels cut about 4,000
jobs, a sign that discretionary con-
sumer spending could be on the wane.
Overall, the private sector cut over
101,000 jobs according to the CNN
Moneyline report.

The widening recession in almost
every sector, not just the goods-pro-
ducing sector, is extraordinarily im-
portant. I wish to place those numbers
in the RECORD and say, Madam Speak-
er, America needs to create more real
wealth here at home and stop bor-
rowing prosperity and piling on more
debt. We need to create jobs leading to
energy independence in this country.
We need to do more than just sort of
flash our hand at that and be serious
about it.

We need new transportation systems
in our country. We need new bridges in
the ground. We need people to be em-
ployed, those who now are idle labor, in
helping to build back our economy
from coast to coast.

A real stimulus package would lead
our Nation to invest here at home, not
just to borrow more from abroad.
These numbers are serious omens.
They’re warning signs to those who
have responsibility here in Washington
to do more than manipulate interest
rates. They would engage this Congress
in an effort to build forward again in
those sectors that would leave future
generations real wealth, the kind of
wealth that our ancestors left us: li-
braries, schools, highways, bridges,
new energy systems, clean water sys-
tems, new transportation systems, new
high-speed rail, new air control towers;
the kind of wealth that can’t be
outsourced that belongs to the Amer-
ican people for generations to come.

Madam Speaker, I place in the
RECORD the figures from the CNN
Moneyline report about what happened
with the biggest job loss in 5 years in
this past quarter.

JOBS POST BIGGEST DROP IN 5 YEARS
(By Chris Isidore)

NEW YORK.—Employers made their deepest
cut in staffing in almost five years in Feb-
ruary, according to a closely watched gov-
ernment report Friday that showed the labor
market far weaker than expected, fueling al-
ready building recession fears.

There was a net loss of 63,000 jobs, accord-
ing to the Labor Department, which is the
biggest decline since March 2003 and weaker
than the revised 22,000 job loss reported for
January. Economists surveyed by
Briefing.com had forecast a gain of 25,000
jobs in the most recent reading.
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The job loss was widespread, reaching be-
yond the battered construction sector, which
lost 39,000 and manufacturing, where job
losses hit 52,000. Retailers cut 34,000 jobs,
while business and professional services cut
20,000 jobs.

Temporary staffing firms cut nearly 28,000
jobs off their payrolls, another warning sign
of employers pulling back, and hotels cut
about 4,000 jobs, a sign that discretionary
consumer spending could be on the wane.

Overall the private sector cut 101,000 jobs,
with only a gain in government employment
limiting losses.

Despite the job loss, the unemployment
improved to 4.8% from the 4.9% reading in
January. Economists had forecast the unem-
ployment rate would rise to 5%. The rate fell
because of a big jump in the number of peo-
ple that the government counted as no
longer in the labor force.

The labor market has weakened signifi-
cantly in recent months, prompting fears of
recession along with a $170 billion economic
stimulus package and a series of interest
rate cuts from the Federal Reserve.

The Fed is next set to meet March 18 to
consider what to do with interest rates. Fri-
day’s report would seem to suggest more
rate cuts are on the way, despite the im-
proved unemployment rate.

—————

COMMITTEE HEARINGS ON CON-
STITUTIONAL WAR POWERS RES-
OLUTION OF 2007

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES of North Carolina.
Madam Speaker, this Thursday, March
13, 2008, the International Organiza-
tions, Human Rights, and Oversight
Subcommittee will conduct a hearing
on “War Powers for the 21st Century:
The Congressional Perspective.” I
would like to thank Chairman BILL
DELAHUNT and Ranking Member DANA
ROHRABACHER for scheduling this hear-
ing. It is my understanding that Chair-
man DELAHUNT and Ranking Member
ROHRABACHER also plan to hold two ad-
ditional war powers hearings during
the month of April.

I am extremely grateful for their in-
terest in this very important issue.
Along with former Congressmen David
Skaggs and Mickey Edwards, who are
cochairmen of the Constitutional
Projects War Powers Initiative, this
Thursday I will testify on the legisla-
tion I introduced in October of 2007, the
Constitutional War Powers Resolution,
H.J. Res. 53.

Too many times this Congress has
abdicated its constitutional duty by al-
lowing Presidents to overstep their ex-
ecutive authority. Our Constitution
states that while the Commander-in-
Chief has the power to conduct wars,
only Congress has the power to author-
ize war.

It is for this reason that in 1999 I
joined 16 of my colleagues in Congress
to file a suit against President Clinton
for unconstitutionally conducting of-
fensive military attacks against Yugo-
slavia without obtaining a declaration
of war or other explicit authorizations
from Congress.
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